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Spring 2023
Alaska Weather & Climate Highlights

& Utqiagvik daily record high temperatures

March 7 (31F) and May 14 (40F)
Kotzebue March repeated

blizzards - state disaster
declaration

5008 Tanana April average
—*._  temperature 14.6F,
lowest since 1924.
Nome April 8: -30F, tied all-time (’ Circle City May 13: severe ice
monthly low temperature é jam flooding
)
Glennallen May 30-31
extreme 2 to 4 inches rainfall
'\..f/.; —j:',f Bethel May 18: Kuskokwim River ‘1 . _
break-up, latest since 2013 sde l-!ames 45 inches of snow
Sea Ice persisted near St. ( X first half of March
Matthew Island through Anchorage record deep s ¥ e
May first time since 2013 mid-April snowpack
!
Cold Bay March 5t 2.98 inches Sitka May 18: 82F tied monthly

Kodiak April rainfall 1.91”, record high temperature

rain, all-time March record
lowest since 2002
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Data sources: NOAA/NCEI & NWS preliminary and subject to change
Graphic by @AlaskaWx



Alaska Daily Temperature Index

Alaska Statewide Temperature Index
March 1 to May 31, 2023
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Average Temperature: Departure from Normal
Spring (March through May) 2023
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Alaska Center for Climate Deg rees F
Assessment and Policy P 1991-2020 Baseline
International Arctic

Research Center ERAS courtesy of ECMWF/Copernicus
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A NOAA CAP/RISA Team




Total Precipitation: Percent of Normal
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Spring Showpack

Snowpack: Snow Water Equivalent: Percent of Median
April 2023
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Alaska Ice Extent: Spring 2023
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5 V NWS Alaska Sea Ice Program o

r @ Daily Sea lce Concentration Analysis ’y,‘:-
I V NWS Alaska Sea Ice Pi o

Analysis: Wednesday 15 Feb 2023
Confidence: High
MLoss Tha Tenth

Analysis: Sunday 02 Apr 2023
Confidence: High to Moderate

MLess Than 1 Tenth
i ths

Analysis: Monday 15 May 2023
Confidence: Moderate

W13 Tenths

W46 Tenths
7-8 Tonths
9-10 Tenths
Fastice

Mice Free
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February 15t April 2nd May 15t
Highest extent Ice in retreat ”Swiss Cheese” melt

Analyses courtesy NWS Alaska Sea Ice Program 7



Sea Ice Extent (km?)

Bering Sea Ice Extent

Bering Sea Daily Ice Extent

1978-79 to 2022-23
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Data source: NSIDC Sea Ice Index, Version 3
Updated through June 4, 2023




End of March Sea Ice Thickness
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Sea Ice Thickness: Percent of Median
March 25-31, 2023
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Ocean Surface Temperatures

Sea Surface Temperature Departure from Normal
May 29 to June 4, 2023
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Current Wildfire Situation

June 5, 2023
410 acres
4 active fires
Source: AlICC
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CPC June-August 2023 Outlook

37%
33% 33%
33% 30%

] Tk
‘\.__/

(.\—&
A ] L
[N
AN . e’ a5% | N pre :
e TOPRNS e I 33%
33%
37%
22%
Above% o .
Normal% Average Temperature Outlook Total Precipitation Outlook
Below%

ACCAI Me‘"’fe,, P )
Al ska (, lo Climate f@i | :
nd Polic y B = I

rreyrrewm Internationa I Arctic s, 8 u 4

Hoa
R cccccc h Center




Sea Ice Break-up Outlook

First Date Open Water (Sea Ice Concentration 15% or Less)
SprmgISummer 2023
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Thanks very much

Crooked Creek, May 15, 2023
Photo: Alaska DHS & EM
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